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• Match the names of the world leaders with their 

photographs and country’s flag.
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The Right Honourable

Stephen Harper
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World Issues Diagnostic Quiz
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World

1. Where is the world’s richest area of dinosaur fossils?

2. What are the world’s five largest countries by area?

3. What are the world’s five largest countries by population?

4. What are the world’s five largest cities by population?

5. What is the world’s newest country?

6. How many countries have been created since 1990?

7. How many countries belong to the United Nations?

8. Which countries do not belong to the United Nations?

9. What is the world’s southernmost national capital city?

10. What is the world’s highest national capital city?

11. Which is the longest river or river system in the world? 

12. What is the largest lake in size (not volume) to lie entirely within one country? 

13. Which sea is not completely, or almost completely, surrounded by land? 

North America

14. What is Canada’s southernmost point?

15. What is Canada’s northernmost point?

16. What is Canada’s westernmost community?

17. What is Canada’ easternmost community?

18. What percentage of the world’s lakes is in Canada?

19. What is Canada’s highest peak?

20. Which province in Canada has the highest population density?

21. What two countries are located on the island of Hispañola? 

22. The Gulf of _____________ separates Baja part of Mexico from the mainland of Mexico 

23. The Mason Dixon line was a boundary between which two U.S. States? 

24. Into what body of water does the Colorado River empty?

25. What did ships do before the Panama Canal was built?

26. What is the largest island in the Caribbean Sea?

27. How many U.S. states have at least some of their state north of Canada’s southernmost point?

28. How many national flags have flown over Texas?

29. How many different national flags have flown over at least some of Canada?

South America

30. If you flew due south from Chicago, which South American country would you fly over first?

31. What percentage of the world’s coffee beans come from South America?

32. What scientist made the Galapagos Islands famous?

33. Where are the Falkland Islands and why are they internationally famous?

34. How many of South America’s 20 longest rivers empty into the Pacific Ocean?

35. What percentage of the Earth’s species is found in the Amazon rain forest?

36. Where is South America could you find places in which no rainfall has ever been recorded?

37. What South American possession lies farthest from the mainland?

Europe

38. Which is the southernmost Scandinavian country? 

39. What is the capital of Portugal?

40. What natural feature forms the majority of the boundary between Europe and Asia?

41. If you were to cross the Strait of Gibraltar from Europe to Africa, which African country would you be in? (Taking the shortest route) 

42. Where is the Black Forest?

43. What independent countries were once part of the U.S.S.R.?

44. How many times has the name of St. Petersburg, Russia changed in this century?

45. What independent countries were once part of Yugoslavia?

46. What is the Chunnel?

47. What is the only volcano on the European mainland that has erupted in the 20th century?

48. Which independent European countries are smaller than Rhode Island, the smallest U.S. state?

49. How many official languages are recognized in Switzerland?

Africa

50. What is the Serengeti?

51. What object found along the banks of the Orange River in 1867 changed the course of South African history?

52. What African country was founded in 1847 by freed American slaves?

53. What two African countries border only a single other country?

54. Why is it difficult to say how large Lake Chad is?

55. What is Africa’s newest country?

56. What is the Sahel?

57. Where is the Horn of Africa?

Asia

58. Mount Everest is located on the border between which two countries? 

59. Why was the Great Wall of China built?

60. What is the Ring of Fire?

61. What part of Asia is called Indochina?

62. At their closest point, how far apart are Asia and North America?

63. What country was Pakistan part of before it became independent?

64. What was Sri Lanka called before 1972?

65. What is India’s most famous tomb?

66. What two seas are linked by the Suez Canal?

67. What Asian country has the highest population density and is considered to be 100% urban?

68. How long is Japan, from north to south?

69. How many islands make up Japan?

70. What was the name of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam prior to 1975?

71. Which Asian lake is the world’s largest in volume (containing 1/5 of the world’s unfrozen fresh water)?

72. Which Asian lake is the world’s largest in surface area? 

73. What climatic record did Cherrapunji, India earn from August 1860 to August 1861?

Australia/Oceania

74. What is the capital city of Australia? 

75. What is the GABA?

76. What are the principal islands of New Zealand?

77. What is Ayers Rock now called?

78. What is the Great Barrier Reef?

79. What is Australia’s only island state?

80. What climatic record did Marble Bar, Australia earn from October 30, 1923 to April 7, 1924?

Antarctica

81. Which countries share Antarctica?

82. What is the population of Antarctica?

83. What did the thermometre read in Vostok, Antarctica on July 21, 1983, giving it the title of world’s lowest recorded temperature? 

World Issues Diagnostic Quiz ANSWERS
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World

1. Where is the world’s richest area of dinosaur fossils?  Dinosaur PP, AB
2. What are the world’s five largest countries by area?  Russia, Canada, China, US, Brazil
3. What are the world’s five largest countries by population?  China, India, US, Indonesia, Brazil
4. What are the world’s five largest cities by population? Tokyo, New York, Mexico, Seoul, Sao Paulo   (but could be different:  “city” v. “census metropolitan area”
5. What is the world’s newest country?  Montenegro (then Timor l’Este (East Timor))
6. How many countries have been created since 1990?  31
7. How many countries belong to the United Nations?  192
8. Which countries do not belong to the United Nations?  Western Sahara, Palestine, Taiwan, Vatican City
9. What is the world’s southernmost national capital city?  Wellington
10. What is the world’s highest national capital city? La Paz, Bolivia
11. Which is the longest river or river system in the world?  Nile
12. What is the largest lake in size (not volume) to lie entirely within one country? Michigan
13. Which sea is not completely, or almost completely, surrounded by land? Arabian
North America

14. What is Canada’s southernmost point?  Middle Island, ON
15. What is Canada’s northernmost point?  Alert, NU  (northernmost community, anyway)
16. What is Canada’s westernmost community?  Beaver Creek, YT
17. What is Canada’ easternmost community?  St. John’s, NL
18. What percentage of the world’s lakes is in Canada?  50%
19. What is Canada’s highest peak?  Mount Logan, YT
20. Which province in Canada has the highest population density?  PE
21. What two countries are located on the island of Hispañola?   Dominican Republic, Haiti
22. The Gulf of _____________ separates Baja part of Mexico from the mainland of Mexico.  California
23. The Mason Dixon line was a boundary between which two U.S. States? MD, PA (+WV, DE)
24. Into what body of water does the Colorado River empty?  None (it’s used up)
25. What did ships do before the Panama Canal was built?  Sail around South America
26. What is the largest island in the Caribbean Sea?  Cuba
27. How many U.S. states have at least some of their state north of Canada’s southernmost point?  27
28. How many national flags have flown over Texas?  6 (Spain, France, Mexico, Texas, United States, Confederate States)
29. How many different national flags have flown over at least some of Canada?  7 (England, France, Royal Union, Union Jack, Maple Leaf, Spain, US)
South America

30. If you flew due south from Chicago, which South American country would you fly over first?  None
31. What percentage of the world’s coffee beans come from South America?  45%
32. What scientist made the Galapagos Islands famous?  Charles Darwin
33. Where are the Falkland Islands and why are they internationally famous?  UK War 1982
34. How many of South America’s 20 longest rivers empty into the Pacific Ocean?  None
35. What percentage of the Earth’s species is found in the Amazon rain forest? 50%
36. Where is South America could you find places in which no rainfall has ever been recorded?  Atacama Desert
37. What South American possession lies farthest from the mainland?  Easter Island, Chile
Europe

38. Which is the southernmost Scandinavian country?  Denmark
39. What is the capital of Portugal?  Lisbon
40. What natural feature forms the majority of the boundary between Europe and Asia? Ural Mountains
41. If you were to cross the Strait of Gibraltar from Europe to Africa, which African country would you be in? (Taking the shortest route)   Morocco
42. Where is the Black Forest?  Southwest Germany – cuckoo clocks!
43. What independent countries were once part of the U.S.S.R.?  Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan
44. How many times has the name of St. Petersburg, Russia changed in this century?  3 – St Petersburg, Petrograd, Leningrad, and St Petersburg
45. What independent countries were once part of Yugoslavia?  Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro, and Slovenia
46. What is the Chunnel?  The Channel Tunnel between England and France
47. What is the only volcano on the European mainland that has erupted in the 20th century?  Mount Vesuvius
48. Which independent European countries are smaller than Rhode Island, the smallest U.S. state?  Vatican City, Monaco, San Marino, Liechtenstein, Malta, Andorra, and Luxembourg
49. How many official languages are recognized in Switzerland?  4 – German, French, Italian, and Romansch
Africa

50. What is the Serengeti? Grasslands, bushes, forests, and rocky outcrops in northern Tanzania
51. What object found along the banks of the Orange River in 1867 changed the course of South African history?  Diamonds
52. What African country was founded in 1847 by freed American slaves?  Liberia
53. What two African countries border only a single other country?  Lesotho, Gambia
54. Why is it difficult to say how large Lake Chad is?  Fluctuates 1000 to 10 000 sq mi
55. What is Africa’s newest country?  Eritrea
56. What is the Sahel?  Semiarid region that separates the Sahara from rainforests 
57. Where is the Horn of Africa?  Eastern Africa jutting into Indian Ocean (Somalia, Ethiopia)
Asia

58. Mount Everest is located on the border between which two countries? Nepal and China
59. Why was the Great Wall of China built?  Defence
60. What is the Ring of Fire?  Ring of Volcanoes around Pacific Ocean
61. What part of Asia is called Indochina?  Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, and parts of Malaysia
62. At their closest point, how far apart are Asia and North America?  4 km (2.5 miles)
63. What country was Pakistan part of before it became independent?  India
64. What was Sri Lanka called before 1972?  Ceylon
65. What is India’s most famous tomb?  Taj Mahal
66. What two seas are linked by the Suez Canal?  Mediterranean and Red
67. What Asian country has the highest population density and is considered to be 100% urban?  Singapore
68. How long is Japan, from north to south?  3060 kilometres (1900 miles)
69. How many islands make up Japan?  3000
70. What was the name of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam prior to 1975?  Saigon
71. Which Asian lake is the world’s largest in volume (containing 1/5 of the world’s unfrozen fresh water)?  Lake Baikal
72. Which Asian lake is the world’s largest in surface area?   Caspian Sea
73. What climatic record did Cherrapunji, India earn from August 1860 to August 1861?  Greatest Rainfall  - 26 metres 
Australia/Oceania

74. What is the capital city of Australia? Canberra
75. What is the GABA?  Great Australian Bugger All
76. What are the principal islands of New Zealand?  North Island and South Island
77. What is Ayers Rock now called?  Uluru
78. What is the Great Barrier Reef?  Coral reef along east coast of Australia
79. What is Australia’s only island state?  Tasmania
80. What climatic record did Marble Bar, Australia earn from October 30, 1923 to April 7, 1924?  Most consecutive days above 100°F (38°C) or above
Antarctica

81. Which countries share Antarctica?  None
82. What is the population of Antarctica?  None
83. What did the thermometre read in Vostok, Antarctica on July 21, 1983, giving it the title of world’s lowest recorded temperature?  -129°F  (-89°C)
World Issues Acronyms
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In World Issues we talk about government and non governmental organizations and agreements. These organizations and agreements are usually represented by a series of letters called ACRONYMS.  Your task is to complete the following list of common acronyms that you will see through out this course.  Become familiar with them, for you will be quizzed!

1.  NATO - ____________________________________________________

2.  WTO - _____________________________________________________

3.  IMF - ______________________________________________________

4.  WHO - _____________________________________________________

5.  UNICEF - ___________________________________________________

6.  FAO - ______________________________________________________

7.  G-8 - _______________________________________________________

8.  NGO - ______________________________________________________

9.  NAFTA - ____________________________________________________

10.  FTAA - _____________________________________________________

11.  GATT - _____________________________________________________

12.  CIDA - _____________________________________________________

13.  WFP - ______________________________________________________

14.  UN -______________________________________________________

15.  OPEC - ______________________________________________________

16.  EU - _______________________________________________________

17.  TNCs - _____________________________________________________

18.  OECD - _____________________________________________________

19.  APEC - _______________________________________________________

20.  AU - ______________________________________________________

21.   - _______________________________________________________

22.  - ____________________________________________________

23.  - ____________________________________________________

24. - _____________________________________________________

25.  - ______________________________________________________

Current World Issues
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“The good news? Population growth is slowing, life expectancy is rising, and the hole in the ozone layer which shields us from ultraviolet rays is expected to shrink.  But our climate and biodiversity are in peril, and food and water supplies will be tight.”

· Life expectancy is increasing except in Africa, where AIDS and other infectious diseases have taken a toll.

· Lower birth rates will start to level the global population by mid-century, however by 2025, the world’s population will have reached an estimated 9 billion people.

· One-fifth of the world’s people must survive on less than $1 per day.

· About 1.1 billion people lack access to safe drinking water.

· Two billion people lack access to commercial energy.

· The phase-out of chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) will help reduce the hole in the ozone layer.

· The continued burning of fossil fuels will lead to hotter times in the future.  There has been a global reduction in the burning of fossil fuels by 5% since 1981.

· The U.S. produces more greenhouse gases than any other country – and by far the most per person.

· The melting of the arctic ice pack is a result of global warming, which could lead to rising sea levels and more severe storms and drought.

· As more of the limited amount of fresh water is used each year, unequal access to supplies could produce competition and conflicts among nations.

· Hunger continues to plague poorer countries, especially in Africa, as badly managed agriculture leads to soil salinization and degradation.

· Severe food shortages caused by years of drought may kill as many as 300 000 people in southern Africa in the next six months, according to the U.N.  Countries hardest hit include Malawi, Zambia, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, and Mozambique.

· Burning of forests to create cropland and unregulated timber harvesting have destroyed more than 15% of the Amazon in only 30 years.

· Destruction of forests has helped cause the worst spasm of extinctions since the dinosaurs were wiped out.

· In 1996, 25% of the world’s 4630 mammal species and 11% of its 9675 bird species were at significant risk of extinction.

· If India does not curtail its population growth, it will surpass China as the most populous nation by 2050, with a projected 1.5 billion people.

· As much as 86% of Indonesia’s coral reefs, home to thousands of marine species, are severely damaged by over-fishing, sedimentation, and pollution.

 Who ARE these People?!
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• His Excellency        

The Right Honourable 

Gordon Brown

• Prime Minister

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
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• His Excellency        

The Honorable 

George W. Bush

• President
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• His Excellency      

Nouri al-Maliki

• Prime Minister
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• His Excellency      

Nicolas Sarkozy

• President
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• His Excellency      

Felipe Calderón

• President
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• His Excellency        

The Honourable    

Kevin Rudd 

• Prime Minister
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• His Excellency             

Kim Jong Il

• President
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• His Excellency             

Hu Jintao

• President
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• His Excellency             

Paul Kagame

• President
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• His Excellency             

Hâmid Karzai

• President
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• His Excellency    

Yasuo Fukuda 

• Prime Minister
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• His Excellency             

Thabo Mbeki

• President
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• His Excellency              

Hosni Mubarak 

• President
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• His Excellency   

Pervez Musharraf

• President



 EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.8  [image: image16.emf]Russia

• His Excellency 

Vladimir Putin

• President
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• Her Excellency  

Angela Merkel

• Chancellor
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• His Excellency        

Ehud Olmert

• Prime Minister
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• His Excellency        

Manmohan Singh

• Prime Minister
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• His Excellency        

Romano Prodi

• Prime Minister
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• His Excellency          

Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva

• President


· 12 presidents

· 7 prime ministers (+ Harper)

· 1 chancellor
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Match the names of the world leaders below with their photographs and country’s flag.
His Excellency Hamid Karzai

President of Afghanistan

Her Excellency Cristina Fernández de Kirchner

President of Argentina

His Excellency The Honourable Kevin Rudd

Prime Minister of Australia

His Excellency Dr. Nikola Špirić

Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina

His Excellency Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva

President of Brazil

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper

Prime Minister of Canada

Her Excellency Michelle Bachelet

President of Chile

His Excellency Hu Jintao

President of China

His Excellency Álvaro Uribe

President of Colombia

His Excellency Fidel Castro

President of Cuba

His Excellency Mirek Topolánek

Prime Minister of the Czech Republic

His Excellency Joseph Kabila

President of the D.R. of the Congo

His Excellency Hosni Mubarak

President of Egypt

His Excellency Toomas Hendrik Ilves

President of Estonia

His Excellency Meles Zenawi

Prime Minister of Ethiopia

Her Excellency Tarja Halonen

President of Finland

His Excellency Nicolas Sarkozy

President of France

Her Excellency Angela Merkel

Chancellor of Germany

His Excellency Bharrat Jagdeo

President of Guyana

His Excellency Ferenc Gyurcsány

Prime Minister of Hungary

His Excellency Dr. Manmohan Singh

Prime Minister of India

His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

President of Iran

His Excellency Nouri al-Maliki

Prime Minister of Iraq

Her Excellency Mary McAleese

President of Ireland

His Excellency Ehud Olmert

Prime Minister of Israel

His Excellency Romano Prodi

Prime Minister of Italy

His Excellency Yasuo Fukuda

Prime Minister of Japan

His Excellency Valdis Zatlers

President of Latvia

His Royal Highness Prince Hans-Adam II

Prince of Liechtenstein

His Excellency Valdas Adamkus

President of Lithuania

His Excellency Branko Crvenkovski

President of Macedonia

His Excellency Maumoon Abdul Gayoom

President of Maldives

His Excellency Dr. Edward Fenech-Adami

President of Malta

His Excellency Felipe Calderón

President of Mexico

His Excellency Abbas El Fassi

Prime Minister of Morocco

Her Excellency The Right Honourable 

Helen Clark

Prime Minister of New Zealand

His Excellency Kim Jong Il

President of North Korea

His Excellency Jens Stoltenberg

Prime Minister of Norway

His Excellency Pervez Musharraf

President of Pakistan

His Excellency Mahmoud Abbas

President of Palestine

His Excellency Martín Torrijos

President of Panama

His Excellency Nicanor Duarte

President of Paraguay

Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

President of the Philippines

His Excellency Lech Kaczyński

President of Poland

His Excellency Aníbal Cavaco Silva

President of Portugal

His Excellency Vladimir Putin

President of Russia

His Excellency Paul Kagame

President of Rwanda

His Excellency Boris Tadić

President of Serbia 

His Excellency Ivan Gašparoviè

President of Slovakia

His Excellency Thabo Mbeki

President of South Africa

His Excellency José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero

President of Spain

His Excellency Mahendra Rajapaks

President of Sri Lanka

His Excellency Fredrik Reinfeldt

Prime Minister of Sweden

His Excellency The Honourable Patrick Manning

Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago

His Excellency The Right Honourable 

Gordon Brown

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

His Excellency The Honorable George W. Bush

President of the United States

His Excellency Tabaré Vázquez

President of Uruguay

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI

Sovereign of the State of the Vatican City
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Mind Map of the World
On the other side of this page, draw a map of the world as close to reality as possible.  Do this on your own – without looking at other people’s maps or any reference material such as an atlas.  On your map, label what you regard as important features, such as continents, regions, countries, cities, and bodies of water.  

When you’ve finished, analyze your map.

1. Which parts of the world do you know best?

2. Which parts of your map are most incomplete?

3. Do you feel it is important to know where places are in the world?  Explain.

Save your map and we’ll try it again at the end of the course!  Next, we’ll see how well you can place countries on an outline map of the world without any reference material.
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My Mind Map of the World




























LEGEND


Name: ___________________________

Date: ___________________________

Nations of the World

Identify all of the countries below in their correct location on the world map attached.   

Afghanistan

Albania

Algeria

Angola

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Austria

Azerbaijan

Bahamas

Bangladesh

Belgium

Belize

Benin

Bhutan

Bolivia

Bosnia and 

         Herzegovina

Botswana

Brazil

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Byelarus

Cambodia

Cameroon

Canada

Central African 


Republic

Chad

Chile

China

Colombia

Congo

Congo, DR of the

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cuba

Czech Republic

Denmark

Djibouti

Dominican 


Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Estonia

Ethiopia

Fiji

Finland

France

French Guiana

Gabon

Gambia, The

Georgia

Germany

Ghana

Greece

Greenland

Guatemala

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Guyana

Haiti

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Ivory Coast

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kenya

Kuwait

Kyrgyzstan

Laos

Latvia

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya

Lithuania

Macedonia

Madagascar

Malawi

Malaysia

Mali

Mauritania

Mexico

Moldova

Mongolia

Montenegro

Morocco

Mozambique

Myanmar

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

New Caledonia

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

North Korea

Norway

Oman

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New

 Guinea

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Romania

Russia

Rwanda

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Serbia

Sierra Leone

Slovakia

Slovenia

Solomon Islands

Somalia

South Africa

South Korea

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname

Swaziland

Sweden

Switzerland

Syria

Taiwan

Tajikistan

Tanzania

Thailand

Togo

Tunisia

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Uganda

Ukraine

United Arab 


Emirates

United Kingdom

United States

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Venezuela

Vietnam

Western Sahara

Yemen

Zambia

Zimbabwe

**Don’t forget the six map essentials required on every map you do!
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Countries Comparison

The purpose of this assignment is to have you become more familiar with other countries of the world and to use statistical information as a basis for insightful analysis. In order to obtain the necessary information you will be using the CIA World Factbook found at www.cia.gov you have accumulated all the information, use the data to draw conclusions about Canada’s position in the world.

Instructions

1. access the CIA World Factbook to fill-in the enclosed chart. You must select 6 different countries which must include the following (Canada, and one each from the following regions: Central/South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Oceania). Get more out of this assignment by selecting countries that you are unfamiliar with. Each of your selections must be an independent nation. Check with me if you are not sure.

2. Prepare a map of the world that has each of your selected countries properly labelled. 

3. Prepare separate bar graphs (4 in total) for the following categories (make sure that all six countries appear in each of your graphs)

a. GDP per capita

b. unemployment rate 

c. external debt 

d. military expenditures as a % of GDP

4. Have an insightful look at all of the information and draw conclusions about Canada in comparison to the rest of the world. How does Canada compare to other nations? Are we really better off? Are there areas in which Canada needs to improve? What other information do you think would help make a better analysis? Where could this information be obtained? Discuss any information that you found exceptionally interesting, for example something you did not know or did not expect to discover. Fully explain all of your rationale. (One page minimum is required for this section).

5. All four components (chart, map, 4 graphs, analysis) must be handed in together with an accompanying title page.

Countries Comparison Chart

	Category
	Canada
	
	
	
	
	

	Location
	North America
	Latin America
	Europe
	Asia
	Africa
	Oceania

	Area

(sq km)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Climate

(° and mm)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Natural Resources
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arable Land (%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Environmental Issues
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Population
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Growth Rate
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethnic Groups
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Religions
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Languages
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Literacy Rate
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Why Study Geography?


You need to study more geography to offset those who think…

· Andes is an after- dinner mint.

· The Balkans are an alien people on Star Trek.

· The English Channel is a TV sitcom about Charles and Camilla.

· The United Kingdom is a cultural theme park.

· The Tropic of Cancer is a sunscreen lotion.

· The $100 000 pyramid is in Egypt.

· The Gaza Strip is a Middle Eastern folk dance.

· The Ring of Fire is the centre ring of Barnum and Bailey’s Circus.

· The Bermuda Triangle is a percussion instrument in a reggae band.

· The Cumberland Gap gives out a pair of clogs with every pair of jeans sold.

· The International Dateline is a new digital TV channel.

· The Continental Shelf is a specialty section in the supermarket.

· A fault is what you find in other people.

· A fjord is a type of car.

· A mantle is what goes over your fireplace.

· Tide is a laundry detergent.

· You can do a research project to find out who killed the Dead Sea.



Defining Issues


An issue is a complex problem requiring a solution.  It has many different sides, involves some dispute and has become a matter of concern to many people.

My dog ran away from home is a problem, how people mistreat animals is an issue.

Issues arise because of disagreements about people’s aspirations for a desirable future.  How people see the future usually depends on their culture and experiential background, as well as, their worldview.

Issues can generate arrange of feelings, including surprise, shock, concern, anger, or anxiety.

Types of Issues

· Environmental – these issues are those that impact both the natural environment  (ie rain forest)and the environment within which people interact with nature (ie a village or city)

· Political – these issues are about power and control.  Any organization that designs, administers and makes judgments about rules or control has power.

· Social/Cultural – these issues are those having to do with interpersonal relations or relations among communities and include cultural factors.

· Economic – these issues are those involving the finances and the impact on the financial well-being of the country or countries involved.

Implications of Issues

Draw a line connecting the type of issue with its potential implications.

Types of Issues
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Characteristics of Issues

· complex

· There are no simple answers

· There are many cause & effect relationships

· There are many myths and misconceptions surrounding the issue

· interrelated

· Causes are interrelated 

· Implications are widespread

· controversial

· There will be many differences in opinion on how these problems started and how they should be solved due to the number of passionate stakeholders.

When analyzing an issue, break it down by those three characteristics.

Complex
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Interrelated
	Environmental
	Political
	Social/Cultural
	Economic

	
	
	
	


Controversial

	How did this issue start?
	How should it be resolved?

	
	


A World Issues Diary
The purpose of this assignment is...

...to keep you in tune with major world issues as the semester progresses, 

...to be able to offer fact and opinion to classroom discussions, and

...to use as a resource of information for your independent studies and current events discussions.

The format of the assignment is...

...typed,

...bound in a duotang,

...divided into six world sections, and

...comprised of an entry for each week for each region.

Each entry is...

...in point form or brief sentences,

...dated and sourced, and

...of significant national or international interest.

The six regions are...

· North America,

· Central and South America,

· Europe,

· Africa,

· the Middle East, and

· Asia and Australia.

Each world section...

...is divided by labelled tabs,

...has an appropriately illustrated cover page with representative images of the region, and

...has a coloured and fully completed map of the region labelling all countries discussed in the entries.

Weekly News Report


It is important in this course to constantly be in touch with what is happening in the “real world” so that we may relate what we learn in the class to what is really happening “out there”.  But things in the media are often presented from one particular viewpoint.  Be sure to present your review of the material from a variety of viewpoints.

Throughout the year it will be the responsibility of the members of the class to run a series of weekly reports on the state of the world in terms of current issues.  Each week a pair of students in the class will present a 10-15 minute current events report which will cover several different aspects of Canadian and world issues. It is expected that students will attempt to generate some discussion on the topics raised.

Each group or person will be required to present one report during the year. Some ways you may choose to get your information are:   

· watching the TV news;

· analyzing internet sites;

· looking at newspapers for bias in reporting events;

· understanding the uses and abuses of public opinion polls;

· appreciating the differences between news magazines and journals;

· measuring public opinion through interviews;

· understanding how pictures are used in reporting the news.

Weekly News Report Rubric


Names: _______________________________
______________________________

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4 

	K
	- Students communicate weak understanding of issues and stories presented

-Stories summarized are consistently not ‘World Issues’
	- Students communicate some understanding of issues and stories presented

-Stories summarized are inconsistently ‘World Issues’
	- Students communicate good understanding of issues and stories presented

-Stories summarized are all ‘World Issues’
	- Students communicate clear understanding of issues and stories presented

-Stories summarized are all clearly ‘World Issues’

	T
	- News summary weakly reflects the week’s news stories

- Stories and issues are not placed in a global and Canadian context

-Student responds weakly to questions, has no questions ready to generate discussion.
	- News summary somewhat reflects the week’s news stories

- Stories and issues are loosely placed in a global and Canadian context

-Student responds inconsistently to questions, and asks questions that don’t generate discussion.
	- News summary accurately reflects the week’s news stories

- Stories and issues are placed in a global and Canadian context

-Student responds well to questions, and/or develops questions necessary to generate discussion.
	- News summary accurately reflects a broad survey of the week’s news stories

- Stories and issues are placed clearly in a global and Canadian context

-Student generates discussion and directs it towards connections with other class topics covered.

	C
	- Student displays limited clarity in organizing and expressing ideas.

- Presentation is suited to intended audience with limited success.

- Student makes limited use of conventions and terminology of presentation format. 
	- Student expresses and organizes ideas with some clarity.

- Presentation is suited to intended audience with some success.

- Student makes appropriate use of conventions and terminology of presentation format.
	- Student expresses relationships between ideas with considerable clarity.

- Presentation is suited to intended audience with considerable success.

- Student makes effective use of conventions and terminology of presentation format.
	- Student expresses implications of the issues with a high degree of clarity.

- Presentation is suited to audience with high degree of success.

- Student uses conventions and terminology of presentation format with high degree of success.

	A
	- Speaker reads, mumbles; transitions are not smooth; presentation is not confident; there are awkward pauses.
- Student displays limited success in researching, transferring knowledge and in making connections between new and existing information.
	- Speaker is fairly monotone. Speaker is going through motions.
- Student displays some success in researching, transferring knowledge and in making connections between new and existing information.
	- Speaker makes eye contact and speaks with some expression.
- Student displays considerable success in researching, transferring knowledge and in making connections between new and existing information.
	- Speaker is animated, makes eye contact and engages whole audience. Voice is expressive and loud enough.

-Student researches, makes connections between new and existing information and builds on existing knowledge with a high degree of accuracy and clarity.


Weekly News Report Schedule


	Presentation Date
	Name 1
	Name 2

	February 15
	Andrew Collins
	Alex Storrier

	February 22
	Jon Pawluk
	Andrew Pawluk

	March 20
	
	

	March 28
	
	

	April 4
	
	

	April 11
	
	

	April 18
	
	

	April 25
	
	

	May 2
	
	

	May 8
	
	

	May 22
	
	

	May 29
	
	

	June 6
	
	

	June 13
	
	


Savvy Students Online 
1. When you Google “white house” you get over 38 million hits. How do you know which to use?

· Look at the list below and decide which looks most promising. Explain your choice – why do you think one looks better?
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	 Web    Blogs   News   Images  
	Results 1 - 10 of about 38,600,000 for white house [definition]. (0.30 seconds) 


Welcome to the White House
Whitehouse.gov is the official web site for the White House and President George
W. Bush, the 43rd President of the United States. ... More White House News. ... 
www.whitehouse.gov/ - 27k - Cached - Similar pages
Welcome to the White House - WWW.WHITEHOUSE.ORG
Whitehouse.org is the officious web site for the White House and President George
W. Bush, the 43rd President of the United States of America. ... White House Home. ... 
www.whitehouse.org/ - 33k - Cached - Similar pages
whitehouse.com
© whitehouse.com 2005. 
www.whitehouse.com/ - 2k - Cached - Similar pages 

Welcome To The White House
America's 43 rd President, George W. Bush, and First Lady Laura Bush welcome you
to the White House. In Focus. White House to rent billboard space on lawn. ... 
www.whitehouse.net/ - 7k - Cached - Similar pages
2. Google “Martin Luther King”. 

· Which site looks most official? How do you know?

3. Decide which is the real site and write it here: 

·  How do you know it is the real site?

4. Once you’ve found what you think is the correct “official site”, go to www.betterwhois.com and find out who owns the domain name of the site you chose, and for the site that you think is 
“official”. While you’re at it, find the real site. And write it below.

· If you haven’t already, go to www.martinlutherking.org . Do the www.betterwhois.com check on them. Write the name and phone number of the owners here:

· Go to the website of the owners. Google it if you need to.  What do you find?

5. Go to www.gatt.org (this comes up on the first page of results under a Google search of “wto”.

Do the same research.

6. Go to the following article about the holocaust: http://ihr.org/jhr/v15/v15n2p10_Okeefe.html ? (just scan it). How will you convince him/her that these words do not come from a reliable source? 

Find out as much as you can about the creators of this site.

	What you find:
	Where you found it:

	
	


7. What is the best source?

8. Fact check some other sites that you may commonly use. Put your research below.

Website Analysis
Use the following chart to analyze a minimum of four web sites pertaining to World Issues. Make sure you have a minimum of one site each from each of the following categories discussed in class: political, environmental, social, and economic. All of the sites that the class has gathered will then be pooled together to create a massive list of web sites that can be viewed by the entire class.

	Category
	Political
	Environmental
	Social
	Economic

	Website Name
	
	
	
	

	Website Address
	
	
	
	

	Description of Author, Organization, or Company
	
	
	
	

	World Issue
	
	
	
	

	Date Viewed
	
	
	
	

	Date Website Last Updates
	
	
	
	

	Value, Reliability
	
	
	
	

	Links
	
	
	
	


Critical Book Review
The purpose of a book review is to provide the reader with a critical assessment of what the author of a book is arguing. A critical book review should spend very little time summarizing the 'story', but should instead focus on the strength of the author's argument.

1. Introduction - The length of the introduction should be from 1/2 to 3/4 of a page. The introduction should touch on the following:

a) introduce the reader to the book and the author

b) set the book in historical context. (when was the book written and to what events/ideas was the author reacting )

c) what was the author's purpose for writing the book? For whom is the author writing?

d) Your thesis which should contain your judgment regarding the success/failure of the book/author

2. Book Summary - The length of the summary should be approximately one page. The summary should include the following

a) What is the book about? What topic does it deal with and how is this topic limited? What "facts" are presented and what "facts" are omitted?

b) What is the thesis of the book? Is the thesis implied or is it clearly stated?

c) Is the nature of the argument chronological, topical, or comparative?

d) What are the main conclusions that the author reaches?

e) What historical method does the author use? What types of sources does the author use? Are the sources varied?

3. Critical Evaluation - THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE REVIEW.  This section should be 3 pages in length. In this section you should deal with the strengths and weaknesses in the author's argument. Your judgments need to be supported by evidence used as examples in the book itself. The critical evaluation should keep the following in mind:

a) What kind of assumptions does the author make? Are they valid?

b) What kind of evidence is used to support the argument? Is it adequate?

c) Does the author over-generalize from the evidence presented?

d) Does the author reveal an obvious/implicit bias?

e) Is the book well written?

f) Is the book well detailed/too detailed?

g) Could the book have been made more convincing? How?

h) Does the book leave issues that require further exploration?

i) Does the book make a substantial contribution to our understanding of......?

j) Would you recommend it? WHY?

4. Conclusion - this section should be approximately 1/2 page briefly summarize your thesis and major points.

“Nature is not only more complex than we think, it is more complex than we can think.”





David Suzuki











